How then can
they call on
the one they
have not
believed in?
And how can
they believe
in the one of
whom they
have not
heard? And
how can they
hear without
someone
preaching to
them? And
how can they
preach
unless they
are sent?

Romans
10:14-15
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Bible Readathon -
‘very exciting’...
‘wonderful experience’

To celebrate the 400th
Anniversary of the King
James Bible, two Bible
Readathons took place
recently using our Bible
Readathon CD to help them.

Rothwell, near Leeds - June
22nd-25th. Chrissie Brown, who
organised the BR on behalf of the
Churches Together, wrote:

Ol wish to thank everyone who took
part in or who helped us organise
the Bible Readathon in Rothwell
last weekend. It was hair-raising at
times trying to keep to a schedule,
but overall b a great success. 197
individuals, young and old, came

into our church to take part in the
readings of the Bible, and every
part of the Bible was read -
including all the difficult bits.
Among those who read were four
councillors, classes from five
schools in Rothwell and Oulton, a
youth group from Cutsyke near
Castleford and a couple from
Almondbury, near Huddersfield.
The final chapter was read by a
group of eight (see picture).

A book of signatures was
collected, where readers recorded
which passages they read and
their comments. Many of us were
moved, as we read some very
profound passages, about God's
heart for the world. Our prayer is
that it will have inspired many to
take a closer look at their Bibles,
and to dip into this literary treasure
more often. Nearly £340 has been

raised for Bibles for China.
(continued on page 2)

Below: The beginning (left) and, 75 hours later, the end (right) of the Rothwell Bible
Readathon at midnight on 25t June.




Dear All,

You don®t have to look far to find a
crisis. Whether it is phone hacking,
the influence of the media in our
government, international debt, the
eurozone, the unrest in the Middle
East, the famine in Africa or even
crops lost in the UK because of
drought - itOs all there in our
newspapers and on our TVs.

So what is happening? Is this just
a repeat of what has happened
before? If we survived then, surely
weOll survive now? Well, maybe -
or maybe not.

One aspect of globalisation is that
what happens in one country can
affect the wider world. Jesus
spoke of this in connection with his
coming again, particularly in
Revelation. Natural, man-made,
(such as war or pollution),
financial, moral disasters that have
global impact are all mentioned
and we see just how easily these
things can now happen. Things will
get worse, including persecution of
Christians by all nations. WeOve
been warned, so that we can be
ready - not fearful.

But also weOve been warned so
that we can help others and one
blessing of globalisation is the
ease with which news can travel.
There may be a lot of bad news
around, so how crucial it is for us
to share the good news of Jesus!
At home or abroad, letOs make it
known.

Your friend ar}j servart of Jesus,

Az
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(Bible Readathon cont.)

Dodworth, near Barnsley - July
7-10th Peter Mulrooney sent us
this report.

Methodists, Anglicans and
Wesleyan Reformers came
together with other Christians in
the Barnsley area to complete an_
historic ORead through the BibleO.

'..“ e - o
Dodworth Methodist Church was
open day and night as 88 adults
and 64 younger people read their
allotted verses. We have a book

full of our readers® comments. Olt is

very enlightening®; OIOm honoured
to read for youO; OMost enjoyable
and very excitingO; OWonderful
experienceO.

At the same time we had a flower
festival depicting a journey through
the Bible. People have such
amazing God-given gifts that the
arrangements came to life and
really spoke of the text depicted.
We have to thank all those who
provided such wonderful displays
of colour, form and imagination.

On the Friday morning we started
with a Service of Dedication which
included The Mayor Elect of
Barnsley, Dorothy Higginbottom;
the Venerable Peter Townley,
Bishop of Pontefract; The Vicar of
Dodworth, Canon Rev Stephen
Race; Rev. Bruce Russell, and
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Left:
Advertising
the
Readathon
outside
Dodworth
Methodist
Church

Mercy

Christian Renewal Church; PTSM

Plenty To Share Ministries; SAP = Support a Pastor; CRBS = Christian Renewal Bible
Episcopalian Diocese of Byumba; MMWS

International Teaching Ministries

DT = Damascus Trust; CRC

Support A Child; EDoB

Mission Welfare Society; ITM

Helpful abbreviations:
School; SAC



Right:

Three local
ministers get
the Dodworth
Readathon
under way.

local Councillors. Two local
primary schools read verses from
the Bible and provided wonderful
flower displays. Gareth Taylor led
the children and congregation in 2
songs, written by himself, one
celebrating 400 years of the King
James Version and the other 200
years of church school education.

We didnOt keep a count of the
number of visitors, but they clearly
exceeded our expectation as we
frequently ran out of bread for the
sandwiches. £450 was raised for
the work of the Bible Society.

Revelation 22 was read as we
finished our Strawberry Tea on the
Sunday afternoon and we moved
into the Songs of Praise Service to
conclude the event. The scent of
flowers still pervaded as the final
words of Revelation spilled out
and GodOs Word had been
pronounced to all and for all to
hear in Dodworth. Q

It's not too late for you to
organise a Bible Readathon for
this year. Our Bible Readathon
CD will give you all that you
need (apart from the readers) to
run a successful readathon so
do order your copy now.
Buy on-line at
www.damascustrust.org
or phone 01376 342529
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Rwanda:

Over the last few months there
have been many encouragements
as well as many challenges for the
Church in Byumba.

Bishop Emmanuel has spent time
travelling around to become
familiar with the many parishes he
now oversees. Another teaching /
training programme has been run
for catechists (lay leaders) within
the diocese. Usually this is run by
Canon Pheneas and Meg
Guillebaud but because of
PheneasO serious illness (see
current Prayer Diary for more
details), others have stepped in to
help Meg. Please pray that this
teaching will help the catechists
fulfil their responsibilities in the
local congregations.

From September 8t to 28™ Pete
and Heather Ellis will travel with
Andy to Rwanda. The first
weekend will be spent in the
diocese of Shyogwe (south west of
Kigali). There they will visit a
number of self-help projects that
are run by the diocese. This will
provide a comparison with what is
being done in the diocese of
Byumba. On the Sunday the team
will take part in the service at the
cathedral and then be leading a
day conference for pastors and
their wives on the Monday.

(continued on next page)
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The remainder of the time will be
spent up in Byumba diocese. The
main work there will be to visit
each of the seven districts and run
day conferences for pastors and
catechists. This will also provide
an opportunity to meet each of the
pastors supported by the SAP
Programme to see how they are
doing. More details of the itinerary
are in the DT Prayer Diary. Please
pray that we will do what the Lord
wants us to do. Q

Romania:

Things are developing well with
our partners in Oradea. Andy and
Chris Knight were there in April to
teach the Prison Ministry Course
at Emanuel University. As well as
the classroom teaching, we
arranged for the students to visit
Oradea Prison and a centre for the
homeless. These visits were
appreciated by students and hosts
alike. One student wrote, Ghat
was so helpful for us (me)...that

- - N S :
Sl ¢ 9 "

was one of my greatest dreams to
visit a prison.”’ The head of the
social department at the university
wrote: Ve want to thank you very
much for the collaboration with
Emanuel University. The students
were more than thrilled by the
experience of visiting and learning
with and from you. May God bless
you all and we invite you again in
autumn or next spring.’

Chris and Andy also had
opportunity to visit the hostel for
ex-offenders which is nearly
finished. HMP Lowdham Grange
Chaplaincy have made another
donation to help with the finishing
work. This will provide a Christian-
run programme to help reintegrate
ex-prisoners back into society.

Left: Chris
and Andy Oon
siteO at the
hostel for ex-

. offenders
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Right: Chris
with Sister
Florica and

Gabiriel Tica

inside the
hostel for ex-
offenders.

Far right:
Andy
teaching at
the CCCF
rally.

We are planning to go out again in
October to run a conference for
the Gypsy Church leaders. The
Church is experiencing fast growth
but lack the leaders to disciple the
believers. WeOll also be speaking
in services, meeting with our
different partners and catching up
with how things are progressing. Q

News-Line & Prayer Diary
by E-Mail?

Just send us your name and post-

code by e-mail and weOll send youi

DT mailings as a PDF
attachment.

info@damascustrust.org

In Brief:

Andy enjoyed a return visit to the
Caravanners’ and Campers’
Christian Fellowship’s national
Spring Bank rally. Several hundred
people of all ages gathered for a
holiday with optional organised
events. AndyOs Bible Readings for
three of the mornings were one of
these events and they were well
attended. The theme was OUncage
the Lion® and Andy spoke on GodOs
message to his people through
Amos. It was not an easy

message to share, but a number

of encouraging comments from
people were much appreciated. It
was also good to meet some OoldO
friends as well as new contacts. Q

Booklets: Please send me
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'Damascus Trust#)

To help us keep our records up to date and to save administrative costs, please let us know if
you no longer want to receive "News-Line# [ ]

copy/copies of :
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and / or the "Prayer Diary# [ ]

or [ ] Questions Jesus Asked

Surname (Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss): First name:
Address:
Postcode: Tel: Email:

Post to: The Damascus Trust, 51 Clockhouse Way, Braintree, Essex. CM7 3RD
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Spain -
Jarratt’s
Journal:

Jon reports on the recent outreach
when Fellowship of The King was
joined by a team of musicians from
the UK.

Thank you so much for praying.
We could see the Lord at work in
the organisation and practical
details, and felt the peace and
protection of the Holy Spirit during
the events. It was a tiring yet
inspiring time!

The team arrived safely in
Salobre—a on Friday afternoon.
The lead guitarist soon discovered
that his guitar had been broken on
the journey, but this was quickly
solved by local believer Antonio
who is also a flamenco guitar
maker. He quickly had things fixed!

Saturday morning was a chance
for church and team to meet each
other and to pray for the coming
days. We went out to pray in areas
where outreach was planned to
take place, asking the Lord to go
ahead of us. In the early evening
(too hot before then) we hit the
beach with guitars for a time of
worship and the chance to talk
about Jesus with young people
who had been sunbathing nearby.
They liked the music, and were
intrigued by the words. We were
joined by a few Spanish Christians
and their Mexican pastor from a
church in Motril. It was good to
work together.

The team led worship and brought
a message at our Sunday morning
meeting, then it was off to the park
for a coffee in the bar and picnic
with invited friends. Later, we held
a Omini olympicsO for families, with
the tug of war being a great
attraction!

At 8pm we set up near to the bar
and as the band played people
began to gather - which made both
us and the bar staff very pleased!
The team played a good mix of
songs, and people seemed to be
enjoying the music and listening to
the lyrics, some of which weOd
translated into Spanish. It was
great to hear songs in praise of
Jesus, and the atmosphere was
relaxed and positive. One lady
could not believe that these were
songs from church, and was
touched by the sentiments of love
and praise towards God.

There was some interference from
the enemy, in the form of a guy
who wanted to gatecrash the gig
and play his own song. His beliefs
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were ONew AgeO with Eastern
philosophies. There seemed to be
something threatening and
demonic in him. Once he realised
he would not be allowed to play
(he was very drunk for one thing!),
he became quite abusive. We
expect this kind of opposition when
Jesus is being publicly praised, it
should never deter us.

Several important conversations
were had with those watching and
we now have good relationships
with the bar staff. WeOve been
invited to do future music events
whenever we want. In addition,
several local families are now
aware that we exist as church and
that they and their children are
welcome to join us anytime.

Monday was time for rest and
prayer, and planning for the next
day. There was also opportunity for
a swim and for voices to recover.

On Tuesday we were in the village
of Guajar Faraglit, in our valley,
providing a morning of games,
Bible stories and songs for an
English language summer camp
run by the local town hall. Activities
were based around the story of
Daniel and how he was faithful to
God. There were about 20 local
children there, plus a few church
kids, and all enjoyed the sports
and lion mask making, and

listened carefully to the story. It
was important to be able to offer
these activities as native English
speakers. Parents are keen that
their children have the advantages
given by speaking English. As well
as getting to know a new group of
children, and their parents, this
was also a really important step
forward for us in terms of being
involved in the community, with the
full support of the new mayoress
who was very keen that we should
take part. Hopefully this will result
in further opportunities.

So, the Lord has done good things
through his people here. In the
lead-up, there were a whole range
of things that seemed to go wrong
in an attempt to upset us (cars
breaking, people being obstructive
etc), yet once the team arrived and
we got into things the Lord seemed
to say clearly that we were all to
Orest in himO as we did the events -
which we did - and he did what he
wanted to in peopleOs lives!

Thank you for all your support.

G

PS: During Tuesday’s English
events, a Biritish friend in the
village, Paul, died after a long
battle with cancer. We had spoken
to him clearly about Jesus, and
trust that he may have turned to
the Lord. Please remember his

wife Irene, who is very angry at

Face pmmé losing Paul. Jon was able to spend
provides an time with her, support her at the
(pportunity funeral and help carry the coffin to

building the village cemetery. Q

relationships.
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She looked closely at him.
Luke 22:56

Peter didnOt like this close scrutiny.
He wanted to see without being
seen. He wanted to merge in with
the crowd and go unnoticed. But
this servant girl was inquisitive

and Olooked closely at himO. Peter
wasnOt comfortable. He wasnOt

prepared for this attention, even
though Jesus had warned him
about what was going to happen.

| wonder how we cope when
people look closely at our lives or

catch us Ooff guard0? Do we stand

out as followers of Christ or would
we rather not be noticed? Is our
association with Jesus dependant
on who we are with or where we
are?

Sometimes itOs helpful for us to
take a good close look at our own
lives so that we can sort things out
before we go out in public. The
work of the Holy Spirit is not only
to highlight those areas that need
attention, but also to provide us
with the help we need to sort them
out.

Peter may have crumbled under
the pressure, and his weeping
shows the sorrow he felt at letting
Jesus down. But a week or so
later, Jesus came alongside him

Damascus
Trust was
established in
1990 to share
the gospel of
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on the beach to bring healing and Jesus Christ
N with all
restoration. people
everywhere.
It aims to
From then on Peter stood out from 8@‘““58
the crowd, for all to see, as a e love for
witness to the risen Lord. He Jesus,
enable the

wasnOt perfect, but he was willing iocal church

for the Lord to work_in him and o reachout

through him. HeOs become community
H and seeks to

someone many of us can easily 10055

identify with and thatOs a greatevangelism

and nurture
encouragement. as an
ongoing
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as Lord in certain situations, or our 752
lifestyle may not be as honouring trust, the
H H Damascus
to Jesus as it could be, especially +7"c:
when under close scrutiny; but we on gifts and
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donOt have to stay the failure we s from
may feel. Acknowledging our those paying
weaknesses and asking the LordOs penefit the
help means that the Holy Spirit will Ig?%%yimid
give us the strength we need to be for both one-
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come. A work in progress. For more

information
please visit
If Peter can be changed, then so the Support

= age on our
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to Jesus, let him help us sort | .
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