How then
can they call
on the one
they have not
believed in?
And how can
they believe
in the one of
whom they
have not
heard? And
how can they
hear without
someone
preaching to
them? And
how can they
preach
unless they
are sent?

Romans
10:14-15

‘You'd never find me
going into a church
let alone talking
about religion.’

The man sat back in his chair,
looked across the table at the
team worker, then continued,
‘But | feel relaxed here.” ‘Here’
was sitting at a table in our
marquee at the Eye Show on
August bank holiday. He wasn't
the only one who expressed
these sentiments as we chatted
with people over a cup of tea or
coffee.

During the two days at the Eye
Show we handed out around

DG MASCUS

1500 flyers, several bars-worth
of chocolate pieces for people to
try (Fair-trade of course!) and
enjoyed chatting about Jesus
with more than a hundred
people.

This year there was the largest
team we have had in the ten
years we have been going to the
show, including twenty local
Christians from different
churches. We praise the Lord for
each one who gave of their time
over the bank holiday.

The weather was somewhat
mixed, ranging from cold and wet
(Sunday morning) to hot and
sunny (Saturday and Monday).
(Continued on page 3)




Dear Friends,

Over the last few months we
have been getting reports of the
ongoing persecution of believers
in the state of Orissa, India.
These reports have listed the
names of hundreds of Christians
who have been chased out of
their homes, beaten or even
killed because they are followers
of Christ. Many church buildings
have been burnt and there have
been pockets of violence in other
Indian states.

Two and three years ago we ran
pastors’ conferences in
Berhampur, Orissa and | can
picture some of the pastors who
have been caught up in these
recent attacks. Reading about it
as it happens thousands of miles
away is one thing. Knowing
some of those who are affected
is another. Now Robin and |
have booked our flights to go out
there in November.

Whilst I am not anticipating any
trouble in the places where we
will be going, we will be sharing
with pastors who are facing
opposition in their villages. As on
previous visits, and maybe even
more this time, I'm sure we will
be both humbled and challenged
by these brothers and sisters.
Please pray that our teaching will
be the encouragement they need
and spur us all on to witness for
Jesus, whatever the cost.

Your friend,

News Updates:

Waterloo Road Chapel in
Yardley, Birmingham ran a
children’s holiday club in the
summer. Hilary Edmonds who
helped to organise the week
wrote to us.

The Holiday Bible Club went well
with between 17 & 24 children
attending each day. We all
worked well as a team and were
delighted with the help and
support from Acocks Green
Baptist Church. John & Jen
Atkins, Tim and Jen P all helped
out during the course of the
week. Birmingham City Mission
sent two key children's workers
along and Anna, the leader, did
very well as it was her first time
leading a holiday club without
supervision. Lyndsey, the other
BCM worker, told the stories and
posed a choice to the children.
Richard and | did the memory
text each day and Ivy, Richard
and | did a daily drama with
vegetable puppets (Veggie
Tales). Steve looked after the
Scalextric racing and was a good
support to the team.

Thanks for your prayers.

Plenty To Share

DT = Damascus Trust; CRC

Christian Renewal Church; PTSM

Helpful abbreviations:
Ministries; SAP

Christian

Support A Child

Support A Pastor; CRBS

Renewal Bible School; SAC




Right:

Eye Show
team line up
at the end
the day - and
they're still
smiling!

(Continued from page 1)

Given the poor turnout on the
Sunday, we did well to have 36
guestionnaires completed. On
the Monday the sun shone and
we had a very busy time. Many
of those who we spoke to were
like the man at the beginning
and would not normally go into a
church or talk ‘religion’. We thank
the Lord that they came into our
marquee and pray that somehow
the Lord would use our
conversations for their salvation.

Please pray for the 16 people
who wanted to find out more
about knowing Jesus. We have
put them in touch with local
churches running Alpha courses
or similar.

PTSM Wheels Appeal.

As we mentioned in News-Line
2-08 we would like to buy a
suitable vehicle for the work of
PTSM. A mini-bus would enable
them to take people and
equipment out to remote villages
to do evangelism and serve the
community. When we go out in
November we hope to buy such
a vehicle, so please pray that the
Lord would ‘line one up’ for us to
see and buy. If you would like

to add to the £4000 already
earmarked for this fund, then
please let us know before
November! Thank you.

Any gifts that are given to this
fund after a vehicle has been
bought will be transferred to our
Resources Abroad fund.

Support A Pastor

We praise the Lord that we are now able to support twenty-five

pastors in India and Rwanda.

DIOCESE OF BYumBA

Seven pastors are now being supported through our SAP
programme. This means that we are half-way to meeting the initial
request to help fourteen pastors who are struggling to survive on the
very small stipend they receive from the Diocese. We've already sent
some Partnership Letters out to the pastors and are now waiting for
their first update reports to cgme back. Do pray for Canon Pheneas
Zimulinda who is administering the programme for us there in

Byumba.



Canon Pheneas writes; ‘As for
now, | have finished to translate
the forms and are ready to be
sent to the owners. | am sure
they will be quick to fill them and
send them to me, re- translate

them and then send them to you.

Our parishes are very scattered
and communication may not be
SO easy, so please bear with us.
Thanks.

Greetings to all those you share
the love of God.

Your brother

Pheneas

PLENTY TO SHARE MINISTRY
You may remember that we
asked you to pray that the Lord
would provide Pastor Raghuel
and his three boys with a wife
and mother following the death
of Premalatha. Well, we were
thrilled to get this email from
Pastor Vijaya Raju recently:

Greetings in His name.

Pastor Raghuel remarried
yesterday, as his 3 children are
very small children who are not
being cared of therefore he took
a decision and married, the
woman name is Deevena, a
Christian girl and one of our
Pastors' daughter. Please pray
for them and the children will be
given good comfort.

This is such good news and we
praise the Lord for answered
prayer.

CHRISTIAN RENEWAL CHURCH
As you may have heard, there
has been some serious
persecution of believers in the
state of Orissa recently by
militant Hindus. On two previous
visits we have run pastor’s
conferences up in Berhampur
just across into Orissa. Some of
the pastors that attended the

(Continued on page 5)

l enclose a gift of £ towards the work of The Damascus Trust to be used
For PTSM vehicle fund In India In Romania In Rwanda
Wherever it is needed most. (please make cheques payable to Damascus Trust )
1 would like my gift to benefit from Gift Aid. Please send me the necessary forms.

Inthe UK

Please send me further details about:

Bible teaching series Keep It Simple (Outreach)
Support A Child Support A Pastor
Teaching CDs:

Please send me ( ) set/s of Heaven & Hell.

Please send me ( ) set/s of Called to be Holy.

Please send me ( ) set/s of When Jesus Returns.

Please send me ( ) set/s of The Growing Church
(all CDs cost £16 a set including teaching notes. Please enclose cheques with orders payable to
‘Damascus Trust)




Charly Tom has been trying to

Pastor X N
hRafjeshl and get up into Orissa to rescue
is family in .
their home in believers and take food and
Berhampur. shelter for them. Please pray that

conference have been caught up
in the troubles along with many
others who we don’t know.
Pastor Rajesh is one of the CRC
pastors working in Berhampur.
The local Church meets in his
home and he has witnessed
openly to his Hindu neighbours.
Now he is fearful of going out of
his house. Reports vary but
hundreds of believers have been
affected. Some have been killed,
others have been badly beaten
and many have fled to hide in
the forests. Hundreds of church
buildings across the region have

the Lord would watch over his
people and strengthen them
during this time of persecution.
Pray too that peace would be
restored and the witness of the
Church would be stronger.

Charly writes: Dear prayer
partners and friends, Kindly
pray for our brothers and sisters
in Christ, who are going through
a very hard time in Orissa.
Especially pray for our
missionaries Pastors Rajesh and
Nandu. The telephone
conversation | had with them
today | understand that they are
living in fear and in closed doors
for last five days because of the
fear of persecution. We are
trying to send a rescue team of
people to bring them out of that
area, but the militant Hindus

been destroyed. (Continued on page 6)

Booklets: Please send me a free copy of :
either Think & Respond  or
Asked

Promises of Revelation or Questions Jesus

NEws-LINE & PRAYER DIARY BY EMAIL - please emall us at info@damascustrust.org

To help us keep our records up to date and to save administrative costs, please let us know if you no
longer want to receive ‘News-Line' and/ or the ‘Prayer Diary’
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Address:

Email:
raintree, Essex. CM7 3RD
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Post to: The Damascus Trust, 51 Clockhouse Way, B




would not let any body to cross
the border. Kindly pray for our
people there.

Robin Swan and Andy Paine are
planning to go out to India for
three weeks in November. They
will be leading two pastor’'s
conferences as well as visiting
some of the pastors supported
through our SAP programme.

Please pray that the teaching we
give will be a great blessing and
encouragement to all the pastors
who attend.

Support A Child

PTSM CHILDREN’S HOME

Ten children are now being
cared for by PTSM. At the
moment DT is sending support
for six of these children but we
hope that before the end of the
year we will be able to support
the other children as well.
Victoria Grace (Raju’s wife)
oversees the work and she tells
us that each of the children is
doing well both with their
schooling and with their learning
about Jesus through the church.

As the work grows, there will be
need for extra accommodation to
be built. This may be something
that we can help with next year
and we’ll be talking things
through during our visit in
November. Please pray with us
about this and other
developments in the work.

News Updates:

Acocks Green Baptist church
are going to be running
Christianity Explored for some
six men during the autumn. As
the title suggests, this is a ten-
week course designed to help
people explore Christianity in a
small group setting. Please pray
for Geoff Rudge, one of the
leadership team, who will be
leading these sessions.

Following on from The Growing
Church teaching series at
Steeple Claydon the churches
are now doing the small group
sessions as follow-up. Numbers
attending have been very
encouraging and the aim of the
follow-up sessions is to ground
the teaching in their everyday
lives. Please pray for Peter & Ro
Knight as they lead this through.
Andy will be joining them for a
weekend in October.

Andy has just returned from a
weekend away with
Gainsborough Christian
Fellowship . The teaching theme
was Refreshing Relationship with
God and each session focussed
on an aspect of our being ‘in
Christ’ and what that means for
us individually and collectively.
GCEF is a small fellowship that is
situated on the east side of
London. Over the next few
months two of the main leaders
are moving to work abroad so we
need to pray for the fellowship as
they%adjust and re-organise
things.



Jarratt’s
Journal:

Jon & Emma
report on their
summer mission
to Spain.

Our first stop on our 5,000 mile
round-trip was at El Buen
Samaritano olive farm. We met
some of the team working with
recovering drug addicts and
enjoyed a community paella
feast. We also attended a glitzy
event held at the bull ring where
the olive farm received an award
from the regional government.

We then headed south for the
main part of our placement with
The Fellowship of the King. We
worked with four congregations,
and were involved in preaching
and leading worship. A particular
highlight was a meeting held in a
garage near Vinuela, which
brought English and Spanish
speaking believers together in bi-
lingual worship. The barriers of
language and culture dissolved
in God'’s presence, and the
common bond of faith in Jesus
was powerfully evident.

In Almufiecar we went prayer
walking with local believers up to
the high places over the town.
Emma taught sign language
songs to the children at the
fellowship. At the Nerja church
we were able to celebrate with
the Spanish speaking 7
congregation as they welcomed
24-year old Carlos from

Colombia as their minister.

In Granada we spent time with a
Brazilian family who have
planted a church in the city, and
then a week with a British couple
visiting Spanish and immigrant
families and door knocking with
free Christian DVDs. There is
suspicion among the Spanish,
but we made some good
contacts. A memorable time was
spent with a local guy, Antonio,
talking about life and Jesus
whilst drinking his home made
wine and eating strong cheese!

Finally, we were able to make a
brief visit to the alternative
lifestyle communes in the Sierra
Nevada, and to hear how a
handful of local believers are
bringing light into these
spiritually dark places by offering
prayer and practical help.

The placement was an important
and sometimes difficult learning
experience for us, but the Lord
protected and cared for us
throughout.

Please pray for:

- Missionaries in Spain who work
in tough conditions:

- Strength for us as term begins
at All Nations, and for God’s
ongoing guidance and provision.

Thank you.

Jon, Emma & Joseph Jarratt



out it - respond to it

When Jesus saw their faith -
Mark 2:5

Four things worth noting here.

Firstly, this was collective faith -
‘their faith’. We're told that ‘'some
men came’ and ‘four of them’
carried the paralytic. So there
must have been at least five! It's
easier to go public when there
are five and the faith of the one
encourages the faith of the other.
We're not told how far they had
to go to see Jesus, but far
enough for it to take four of them
to carry their sick friend. Maybe
the extra men took over when
the carriers got tired. Faith
appreciates a helping hand.

We might struggle on our own
and doubts might hinder our faith
in what God can do. So it's
important to come together,
encourage one another and
strengthen our faith in Christ.

Secondly this was visible faith .
The apostle James says that
faith without action is dead.
Some people speak of having a
‘private faith’, but if faith is to be
recognised then it will have to
come out into the open. The
moment these men stepped out
of the door, their faith was up

and running for all to see. Jesus
saw their faith as the roof
opened up and the man was let
down in front of him. Actions
certainly speak louder than
words where faith is concerned.

Thirdly, this is persistent faith .
Mark tells us these men came
‘bringing to him (Jesus) a
paralytic’. It wasn’t sufficient to
step out of the house. It wasn't
sufficient to be part of the crowd.
Faith keeps going. The distance
didn’t stop them. The crowd
didn’t stop them and nor did the
roof stop them. Luke tells us that
they did not stop until their friend
was ‘right in front of Jesus’. This
is the only place for faith to take
us - face to face with Jesus.

Fourthly, this is rewarded faith .
Their persistent faith is out in the
open for all to see, with nowhere
to hide and as such it reaps it's
reward. Jesus responds to their
faith and the paralysed man
received healing and
forgiveness. Faith revealed can
be rewarded.

So let’s follow their example and
live out our faith in Christ today
through word and action.

Damascus
Trust was
established
in 1990 to
share the
gospel of
Jesus Christ
with all
people
everywhere.
It aims to
enthuse local
Christians in
their love for
Jesus,
enable the
local Church
to reach out
into the
community
and seeks to
establish
evangelism
as an
ongoing
aspect of
Church life.
As a
charitable
trust, the
Damascus
Trust relies
on gifts and
donations.
All gifts from
those paying
tax can
benefit the
Trust by
using Gift
Aid for both
one-off or
regular
donations.
For more
information,
please
request the
leaflet ‘Four
Ways to
Give'.

Bank details:
Lloyds/TSB
(Leamington
Spa) Sort
Code: 30-94-
93 Acc.
number:
7425352



